
  

 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

So it’s nearly Christmas. How many days now...18 

from our Club meeting? You can almost see Rudolph’s 

nose from here. It’s a good time to look back on our 

past Probus year and take stock of all the activities (or 

opportunities for activities) we have had. How on earth 

did we fit it all in, what with hobbies, grandchildren, 

travel (the non-Probus variety), other clubs we belong 

to, maybe even a bit of house maintenance? 

 

There’s been the regular monthly excursions with 

Peter, seeing and learning things we would never have 

done on our own. And the major holidays... ah, 

Tasmania with its rivers, lakes, mountain peaks and 

rugged coastlines, and Bathurst with its history, 

mountain racetrack and gold mining towns. 

The plethora of shows organised by Joyce – how does 

she fit them all in? 

 

The walks and tours arranged by the indefatigable 

Margaret. Where does all that energy come from? 

The numerous specialist activity groups led by our 

ever hardworking leaders Francoise, Jeanette and Ken, 

Kathy and Mal, Marion, Mary, Pat, Paul, Ros and Sue.  

 

We certainly have been, or have no excuse not to have 

been, busy. If you haven’t taken advantage of a 

selection of these activity opportunities this year, 

maybe, come January 1
st
 2013, you might make a 

resolution to participate in some of these groups and 

be, as our Probus magazine is named, an Active 

Retiree. 

 

So if I don’t see you at our wonderfully organised 

Christmas Luncheon at The Hermitage, may I take this 

opportunity to wish you the best for a Very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy and Safe New Year. 

 

Happy Probusing, 

Bob Bee 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone before the meeting. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 2012/2013 

 
PRESIDENT Robert Bee  46474335 

V. PRESIDENT Joyce Reilly  46511431 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Toni Jones  0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO Dorothy Fogarty  86249314 

TOURS  Peter O’Loughlin  4626 6961 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  86249314 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

 Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

  Ronald Crawford  46477825 

  Tony Wolf  0466962867 

HOSPITALITY Ros Williams, Lorraine 

  Ball and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

  Ken Starkey  46255253 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

MEET AND GREET 
Friday, 7

th
 Dec:  Pat and Ray Cranfield 

Friday, 1
st
 Feb 2013 – Bev & Ron Crawford 

Could the Meet and Greeters please be at the 

meeting room by 9.20am  

 

GUEST SPEAKER: Our Guest Speaker at the next 

meeting will be Judith Dunne – her presentation will 

be about the Colonial Ladies. 

 

NEWSLETTERS  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 
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MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours 

 
HAPPY 21

st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Marea Battye, Allen Benham, Bob Ferguson, Allan 

Harris, Dieter Klepatzki, Maurien McNevin, Edna 

Morgan, Lynnette Nixon, Marian Pritchett, Ken 

Starkey, Jan Taylor, Nerida Thompson, Barbara 

Wadson 

 

 

A DAY ON THE FARM- Peter O’Loughlin 

 
It was the kind of day the “Man on the Land” 

appreciates, but it did not dampen the spirits of 35 

adventurous souls on our last Coach trip for the year. 

It was a cold and moist morning when Keith arrived to 

pick us up for our trip to Tobruk. He took us around 

the outskirts of the city, along the Northern Road to 

Windsor then Wisemans Ferry Rd to Maroota and 

finally Tobruk Sheep Station. This is not a “real” farm 

more a tourist show piece.  

 

Our host for the day was a “Showman” of the highest 

order and during “Smoko” at the Stockman’s Camp he 

regaled many interesting and sometimes very funny 

stories from his past during his many years on the 

Droving trails. After morning tea of fresh (straight 

from the camp oven) damper with (of course) some 

“Cockies Joy” and Billy tea we moved to the stock 

yards with again many more stories before he set the 

dogs to work. 

 

The first dog, Sam, was sent to round-up and drive the 

sheep from the paddock into the stock yards, job done 

Sam was chained up and Yap-Yap (named after our 

host’s Mother-in-law) was released and what a 

pleasure to see this extremely intelligent dog at work 

moving the sheep through the yards and along the 

“race” before the sheep were drafted into different 

pens. 

 

Next we took our seats in the Shearing Shed, with, you 

guessed, more stories, the history, life and times, of the 

people worked doing different jobs in the shearing 

shed. Our mornings work completed we moved into 

the dining room where lunch was ready to be served. 

After an interesting time “On the Farm” we settled 

back into the coach for the journey home.  

 

 
 

 

 

Art Appreciation – Franciose Kirkland 

We finish this year on 13
th
 December (last day) and 

start again on 10
th
 January. 

 

 
 

Painting by Joy Tracey 

 
Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

The book we discussed at our last meeting was, we 

agreed, unsettling.  It posed the following questions:  

was Kevin born wicked, or was it the consequence of 

an unaffectionate mother?  Is the father complicit in 

the terrible outcomes?  What were Kevin’s 

motivations? 

Reading the book did not supply clear answers, but it 

certainly provided material for thought.  

 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, 17
th
 December. 

 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

Our casinos will be closed over the Christmas holiday 

period hence there will be no Cards Night in 

December.  The first Cards Night for 2013 will be at 

the Glen Alpine Casino on Friday 25
th

. January, 

commencing at 7pm. 
New players are always welcome.   Contact : Ken & 

Brenda on 46255253  

The friendly casino operators at Harrington Park 

(Jeanette) and Glen Alpine (Ken & Brenda) wish 

everybody a Merry Christmas a Happy New Year and 

good luck 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Our card makers will have a variety of Christmas cards 

to send by the time we finish this month’s workshop.  

We have used different colours and techniques as well 

as glitter paper and ‘bling’ to add the wow factor.  Our 

meeting on Tuesday, 11
th
 December, will be followed 

by our Christmas lunch.  We wish everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

Well this year as gone fast. I would like to say thank 

you to the ladies for a most enjoyable year. 

 

mailto:secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au


Our craft for 2013 will change to the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 

TUESDAY of each month.  NO LONGER ON 

WEDNESDAYS.   Our craft for 2013 will commence 

on Tuesday 5
th

 March 2013 at 1.30pm. 

 

Can you all please save your Christmas Cards again 

this year as I am still collecting them. I may be away in 

February, if so, you can give them to Dorothy or you 

can bring them to the March meeting. 

On behalf of the craft ladies we would like to wish 

everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Safe 

New Year. 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

We finally made it to Red Cow Farm at Sutton Forest 

on the 24
th
 November.  It is a magical place and we 

had a beautiful day, without rain.  We checked out the 

cemetery opposite for some important business, had a 

picnic in Moss Vale Park, and some of us went on to 

Robinson Nursery to see what great deals they had to 

offer.  We were told that autumn at ‘Red Cow’ is the 

owner’s favourite time of the year for garden colour so 

we must go back to visit. 

 

 
 

Our next meeting will be Friday, 25
th
 January, at my 

house, to plan the calendar for the year.  Have a 

wonderful Christmas and New Year. 

 

Photography – Ros Hodgins 

Our Meeting at the Activity Centre on Friday 9
th
 

November was spent having a fun photo session for 

our last day of the year. We also saw some calendars 

that members had printed (most impressive) and Ron 

also showed us some useful information on how to 

photograph Jewellery – good for insurance purposes. 

 

Menu Selections were made for our Xmas Lunch at 

12.00 on Wednesday, 19
th
 December. Happy Snappers 

who have not made selections yet, please see me at the 

end of the meeting. 

 A Very Happy & Healthy Xmas to all. 

Happy Snapping 

** P.S  Sister Kristen thanks all who attended her 

presentation for making the day such a success. 

 

Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls - we meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last 

Tuesday of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, 

cost is $10.00 per person    

 

 
 

Latest styles in women’s bowling attire ! 

 

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

 

Friday, 14
th
 December Probus Christmas Party at 

The Hermitage Restaurant, Leumeah 

Monday, 31
st
 December New Year’s Eve at Thai 

Centric, Park Central, $30 banquet 7.30pm 

 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

Thanks to Ray and Pat for a very enjoyable and 

informative evening at our last meeting when they 

shared their experiences in Western Australia with 

wild flowers, their brief cruise in Mexico and an 

excursion into the canyon lands of America.  This was 

our last meeting for the year. 

 

Many thanks to all those in the group who assist with 

organising the slide shows, lending the equipment and 

packing up chairs and tables each week.  We have had 

a great year and enjoyed our visual visits to a variety 

of places. 

 

Our first meeting next year is planned for February 

20
th
 when we hope to go with Robert and Colette to 

Alaska. 

 

Also in the New Year Sue has promised us a European 

River Cruise, Sharon and Paul will share their 

experiences in Croatia and Italy and Clarice and Kathy 

or Malcolm will show some views of Northern parts of 

Australia. 

 

We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. 



Shows -  Joyce Reilly 

In November 30 of went to the Schools Spectacular 

which has been described as “Spectacular”, and also 

26 to see “Not the Boy Next Door” at Casula – another 

great show. 

 

December: 

Darren Percival – Catholic Club., a great show from 

the runner up of The Voice. 

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang – Wed, 5
th
 December 1pm 

Capitol Theatre.  Full 

  

2013 

February – Strictly Bassey – Casula Powerhouse 

Thursday, 28
th
 Febreuary 11am $15 Pay February 

March  

Hairspray – Saturday, 2
nd

 March 2pm Campbelltown 

Theatre Group $23 Pay February 

Driving Miss Daisy – with Angela Lansbury & Earl 

Jones -  Tuesday, 12 March 1pm Theatre  (Full) 

April 

One Man Two Guvnors – Wed. 10
th
 April Sydney 

Theatre Walsh Bay $80 Pay February (10 minimum) 

May 

War Horse – Wed 1
st
 May 1pm Lyric Theatre $80 –

Due November Must pay December meeting. (Full) 

June 

Adams Family Musical – Wed 5
th
 June 1pm Capitol 

Theatre $70  Pay by December meeting 4 Seats 

available. 

Platters To Popera – Thursday, 27
th
 June, Casula 

Powerhouse $15 

July 

I Dreamed a Dream (Susan Boyle’s life story) – Wed, 

17
th
 July 1pm Theatre Royal $62 Pay April 

September 

The Wharf Revue – Wed 25
th
 September 2pm Casula 

Powerhouse $28 (10+) 

October 

Andre Rieu “And The Waltz Goes on Tour” – Wed 

16
th
 October 8pm ONLY LIMITED SEATS 

AVAILABLE on 2
nd

 elevation on side – CONTACT 

ME IF YOU ARE INTERESTED.  Allphone 

Stadium.  PRICE APPROX $152 Silver, Bronze 

Single Seats $91 3
rd

 elevation. 

 

 

 

Flickr: Our photo viewing site: 

http:www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 
 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING: Fri 7 Dec 2012 

NEXT MEETING:               Fri 1 Feb 2013 

                10.00am-12 Noon 

CALENDAR 

 
Weekly Events:  Golf on Tuesdays 

          Art on Thursdays 

 

Dec 5 Craft with Mary 

Dec 5 Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Capitol Theatre 

Dec 7 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Dec 12 Card Making with Marion 

Dec 14 Christmas Lunch @ The Hermitage Restaurant  

Dec 31 New Year’s Eve @ Thai Centric 7.30pm  

Park Central 

2013 

Feb 1 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

 

 
I have a little Satnav, It sits there in my car 

A Satnav is a driver’s friend, It tells you where you are 

 

I have a little Satnav, I’ve had it all my life 

It’s better than the normal ones 

My Satnav is my wife 

 

It gives me full instructions, especially how to drive 

”It’s 60 kilometers an hour”, it says  

“You’re doing sixty five” 

 

It tells me when to stop and start 

And when to use the brake 

And tells me that it’s never ever safe to overtake 

 

It tells me when a light is red, and when it goes to 

green, it seems to know instinctively just when to 

intervene, 

 

It lists the vehicles just in front,  

and all those to the rear 

And taking this into account it specifies my gear 

 

I’m sure no other driver has so helpful a device 

For when we leave and lock the car  

it still gives its advice. 

 

It fills me up with counselling, each journey’s pretty 

fraught, so why don’t I exchange it and get a quieter 

sort? 

 

Ah well, you see, it cleans the house, makes sure I’m 

properly fed, it washes all my shirts and things  

And – keeps me warm in bed 

 

Despite all these advantages, and my tendency to scoff, 

I do wish that once in a while I could turn the damned 

thing off. 

 

 

 
 

 


